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SUBJECT: KOHL'S MEETING WITH SECRETARY VANCE 

1 . SUMMARY: FRG OPPOSITION LEADER HELMUT KOHL MET WITH 
THE SECRETARY, JUNE 29. THE SECRETARY OPENED THE 
DISCUSSION BY EXPLAINING THE ADMINISTRATION'S EFFORTS TO 
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GET CONGRESS TO LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO ON TURKEY. KOHL 
STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE NEED TO DO SO AND EXPRESSED GENERAL 
CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. IN 
RESPONSE TO KOHL'S REQUEST. THE SECRETARY GAVE 
COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND AFRICA. KOHL EXPLAINED HIS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 
THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION AND EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN 
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OVER EUROCOMMUNISM IN ITALY. ON EAST- WEST ISSUES, THE 
SECRETARY THOUGHT THE SOVIETS WERE NOT SEEKING TROUBLE IN 
BERLIN AT THIS TIME AND THAT THE FUTURE OF SOVIET-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS WOULD BE LARGELY DETERMINED BY SUCCESS IN THE 
SALT AND CBT NEGOTIATIONS. FULL MEMCON BEING POUCHED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. HELMUT KOHL, ACCOMPANIED BY CDU DEPUTIES RICHARD VON 
WEIZSAECKER AND WERNER MARX, AND FRG AMBASSADOR VON STADEN, 
MET WITH THE SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST FOR 

ONE HOUR ON JUNE 29. THE SECRETARY APOLOGIZED FOR HAVING 

HAD TO DELAY THE MEETING ONE DAY, BUT EXPLAINED THAT HE 
UNEXPECTEDLY WAS REQUIRED TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE SENATE ON 
THEARMSEMBARGO OF TURKEY. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT A 
CONTINUATION OF THE EMBARGO NOT ONLY HEAVILY BURDENED 
US-TURKISH RELATIONS AND SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED THE SOUTHERN 
FLANK OF NATO, BUT ALSO COMPLICATED EFFORTS TO INSTILL 
MOVEMENT IN THE CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS. KOHL STRONGLY 
ENDORSED THE ADMINISTRATION S EFFORTS TO GET THE EMBARGO 
LIFTED AND EXPRESSED GENERAL CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN NOT ONLY ON NATO'S SOUTHERN FLANK BUT 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS WELL. 

3. THE MIDDLE EAST: THE SECRETARY, IN RESPONSE TO KOHL'S 
REQUEST, GAVE A CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC ASSESSMENT OF THE 
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SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT IT APPEARED 
THAT THE LONG HIATUS IN THE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATIONS 
MAY SOON END, WITH AN EGYPTIAN COUNTERPROPOSAL ON THE WEST 
BANK AND GAZA EXPECTED WITHIN A WEEK. HE SAID THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT EXPECT RAPID PROGRESS THE FACT THAT 
THE PARTIES WERE RESUMMING THE TALKS WAS A POSITIVE DEVELOP- 
MENT. HE STRESSED THAT PALESTINE AND GAZA REMAINED AT 
THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM AND THAT EXPERIENCE INDICATED 
THAT THE US MAY HAVE TO BECOME ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH ITS 
OWN PROPOSALS ON HOW TO REACH NECESSARY COMPROMISES ON 
KEY ISSUES. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
FOR BEGIN TO CHANGE HIS HISTORIAL VIEW OF THE WEST BANK, 

HE EVENTUALLY WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT NO PEACE 
WAS POSSIBLE UNTIL HE AGREED TO AN EXCHANGE OF TERRITORY 
UNDER U.N. RESOLUTION 242. KOHL SAID THAT GERMANY WAS 
VITALLY INTERESTED IN A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE OF THE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY IT FELT TOWARD 
ISRAEL BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF ITS HISTORICALLY GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH THE ARAB WORLD. 

4. HORN OF AFRICA: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THERE WERE 
GOOD INDICATIONS THAT CUBA WAS INTENT ON NOT GETTING 
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INVOLVED IN ERITRIA. THE SITUATION IN THE OGADEN REMAIN 
VOLITILE, HOWEVER, AND FOR THAT REASON THE CUBANS ARE 
NOT LIKELY TO WITHDRAW FROM ETHIOPIA SOON. IN SOMALIA, 

SAID BARRE, DESPITE RECENT REVERSES APPEARS STRONG ENOUGH 
TO STAY IN CONTROL FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

5. ZAIRE: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WHILE THE IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEM OF SHABA PROVINCE SEEMED UNDER CONTROL. MOBUTU 
DESPERATELY NEEDED TO INSTITUTE SOCIAL. POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS THROUGHOUT ZAIRE IF TROUBLE WERE NOT TO 
ERUPT AGAIN. KOHL AGREED BUT QUESTIONED THE PROSPECTS FOR 
SUCH REFORMS UNDER MOBUTU. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WITHOUT 
THEM ANY FURTURE ASSISTANCE WOULD BE INEFFECTIVE AND 
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ANOTHER SHABA COULD EASILY RECUR. HE SAID THAT THE WEST 
MUST BE FIRM WITH MOBUTU ON THE REFORM'S ISSUE. 

6. ANGOLA: THE SECRETARY SAID THE US HAD BEEN DISCUSSING 
BOTH ZAIRE AND NAMIBIA WITH ANGOLA. ON ZAIRE, ANGOLA 
INDICATED IT WAS WILLING TO DISCUSS ITS BORDER PROBLEMS 
IF MOBUTU WAS PREPARED TO TALK. ANGOLA ALSO WAS IN THE 
PROCESS OF DISARMING THE KANTANGANS AND MOVING THEM AWAY 
FROM THE NORTHERN BORDER AREA. ON NAMIBIA, THE US WAS 
HOPEFUL THAT ANGOLA WOULD URGE SWAPO TO AGREE WITH THE 
CONTACT GROUP ON THE TWO REMAINING ISSUES OF WALVIS BAY 
AND THE LOCATION OF SOUTH AFRICA TROOPS FOLLOWING THE 
ELECTIONS. WITH RESPECT TO THE CUBANS. THE SECRETARY SAID 
THAT IF THE SITUATION ON THE NORTH BORDER AND IN NAMIBIA 
WERE STABILIZED, AND IF NETO COULD REACH AN ACCOMMODATION 
WITH SAVIMBI, THE NEED FOR CUBAN TROOPS WOULD DISAPPEAR. 
ANDNETOWOULD BE IN BETTER POSITION TO ASK FOR THEIR 
WITHDRAWAL. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT NETO CLEARLY WANTS 

A WESTERN ALTERNATIVE TO LESSEN HIS RELIANCE ON THE 
SOVIETS AND CUBANS. 

7. RHODESIA/SOUTH AFRICA: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA IS NOT GOING WELL AND 
THAT IT WAS MORE NECESSARY THEN EVER THAT ALL PARTIES BE 
BROUGHT TOGETHER TO ESTABLISH A CEASE FIRE AND MOVE TO 
ELECTIONS. IN SOUTH AFRICA, THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT 
AMBASSADOR SMITH WAS PRESENTLY IN PRETORIA DISCUSSING A 
FORMULA UNDER WHICH SAG WOULD SIGN THE NPT AND ACCEPT IAEA 
SAFEGUARDS IN RETURN FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN THE AREA OF 
PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. HE SAID THAT SHOULD SOUTH 
AFRICA AGREE TO SIGN THE NPT IT WOULD BE A GREAT STEP 
FORWARD. 
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8. EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION/ITALIAN EUROCOMMUNISM: KOHL 
EXPLAINED THAT AS LEADER OF THE LARGEST POLITICAL FACTION 
IN THE FRG HE WAS INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE COMBINED EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC/ 
CONSERVATIVE PARTIES (THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION) PRIOR 
TO THE COMING EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION. HE SAID 

HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY THEIR ELECTION CHANCES BUT HE WAS 
CONCERNED OVER THE PRESSURE BEING PUT ON THE ITALIAN 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS TO BRING THE COMMUNIST INTO THE GOVERN- 
MENT. HE SAID HE HAS BEEN ACTIVE BEHIND THE SCENES 
ATTEMPTING TO CONVINCE THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS TO RESIST 
COMMUNIST OVERTURES AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. HE CLAIMED THAT 
GERMAN EXPERIENCE WITH THE NAZI AMPLY DEMONSTRATED THE 
DANGERS OF TRYING TO CONTROL EXTERMISTS IN GOVERNMENT. IN 
ADDITION, HE CLAIMED HE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT 
DOMESTICALLY TO ACCEPT A COMMUNIST ROLE IN ITALY WHILE 

AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FLIGHT IN THE FRG. 

9. BERLIN: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE GATHERED THAT THE 
FRG SHARED HIS VIEW THAT THE SOVIETS ARE NOT INTERESTED IN 
PROMOTING TROUBLE IN BERLIN. MARX SAID THAT MAY BE TRUE 
BUT THAT THE CDU WAS CONCERNED THAT UNILATERAL SOVIET 
INTERPRETATIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT (QA) MAY 
LEAD TO SERIOUS PROBLEMS. VON WEIZSAECKER NOTED THE 
PARTICULARLY STRIDENT TONE OF RECENT REMARKS OF SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV AS TO ALLEGED ALLIED/FRG VIOLATIONS 
OF THE QA. THE SECRETARY THOUGHT ABRASMIVO WAS SIMPLY 
ENGAGING IN TYPICAL BERLIN RHETORIC. 

10. EAST- WEST RELATIONS: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WAS 
OPTIMISTIC THAT PROGRESS WOULD BE MADE SOON ON BOTH THE 
SALT AND CTB NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT AS A RESULT THERE WOULD 
BE AN IMPROVEMENT IN US-SOVIET RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT 

IT WAS CLEAR THAT SOME US-SOVIET DIFFERENCES WOULD CONTINUE 
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BUT THOUGHT THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE WOULD BE BETTER. KOHL 
SAID ON THE BASIS OF HIS RECENT OBSERVATIONS OF BREZHNEV 
IN BONN THAT TALK OF BREZHNEV'S EARLY POLITICAL DEMISE 
WAS PREMATURE. THE SECRETARY AGREED, SAYING HE THOUGHT 
BREZHNEV STILL HAD A FEW YEARS TO GO. HE NOTED. HOWEVER, 
THAT IN A SENSE THE TRANSITION TO THE POST-BREZHNEV ERA 
HAS ALREADYEGUN AND AS SEVERAL KEY PLAYERS IN THE 
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KREMLINSHARED BREZHNEV'S VIEW, HE EXPECTED TO SEE A LARGE 
MEASURE OF CONTINUITY ON SOVIET POLICY IN THB YEARS TO 
COME. VANCE 
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QUOTE ONFIDENTIAL STATE 168644 
E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PORG, PINR, PARM, GW, GE, IS, EG, IT, CY, SO, CT, 

SUBJECT: KOHL'S MEETING WITH SECRETARY VANCE 

1 . SUMMARY: FRG OPPOSITION LEADER HELMUT KOHL MET WITH 
THE SECRETARY, JUNE 29. THE SECRETARY OPENED THE 
DISCUSSION BY EXPLAINING THE ADMINISTRATION'S EFFORTS TO 
GET CONGRESS TO LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO ON TURKEY. KOHL 
STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE NEED TO DO SO AND EXPRESSED GENERAL 
CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. IN 
RESPONSE TO KOHL'S REQUEST, THE SECRETARY GAVE 
COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE 
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EAST AND AFRICA. KOHL EXPLAINED HIS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 
THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION AND EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN 
OVER EUROCOMMUNISM IN ITALY. ON EAST- WEST ISSUES, THE 
SECRETARY THOUGHT THE SOVIETS WERE NOT SEEKING TROUBLE IN 
BERLIN AT THIS TIME AND THAT THE FUTURE OF SOVIET-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS WOULD BE LARGELY DETERMINED BY SUCCESS IN THE 
SALT AND CBT NEGOTIATIONS. FULL MEMCON BEING POUCHED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. HELMUT KOHL, ACCOMPANIED BY CDU DEPUTIES RICHARD VON 
WEIZSAECKER AND WERNER MARX. AND FRG AMBASSADOR VON STADEN, 
MET WITH THE SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST FOR 

ONE HOUR ON JUNE 29. THE SECRETARY APOLOGIZED FOR HAVING 

HAD TO DELAY THE MEETING ONE DAY. BUT EXPLAINED THAT HE 
UNEXPECTEDLY WAS REQUIRED TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE SENATE ON 
THEARMSEMBARGO OF TURKEY. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT A 
CONTINUATION OF THE EMBARGO NOT ONLY HEAVILY BURDENED 
US-TURKISH RELATIONS AND SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED THE SOUTHERN 
FLANK OF NATO, BUT ALSO COMPLICATED EFFORTS TO INSTILL 
MOVEMENT IN THE CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS. KOHL STRONGLY 
ENDORSED THE ADMINISTRATION S EFFORTS TO GET THE EMBARGO 
LIFTED AND EXPRESSED GENERAL CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN NOT ONLY ON NATO'S SOUTHERN FLANK BUT 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS WELL. 

3. THE MIDDLE EAST: THE SECRETARY, IN RESPONSE TO KOHL'S 
REQUEST, GAVE A CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT IT APPEARED 
THAT THE LONG HIATUS IN THE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATIONS 
MAY SOON END, WITH AN EGYPTIAN COUNTERPROPOSAL ON THE WEST 
BANK AND GAZA EXPECTED WITHIN A WEEK. HE SAID THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT EXPECT RAPID PROGRESS THE FACT THAT 
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THE PARTIES WERE RESUMMING THE TALKS WAS A POSITIVE DEVELOP- 
MENT. HE STRESSED THAT PALESTINE AND GAZA REMAINED AT 
THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM AND THAT EXPERIENCE INDICATED 
THAT THE US MAY HAVE TO BECOME ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH ITS 
OWN PROPOSALS ON HOW TO REACH NECESSARY COMPROMISES ON 
KEY ISSUES. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
FOR BEGIN TO CHANGE HIS HISTORIAL VIEW OF THE WEST BANK, 

HE EVENTUALLY WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT NO PEACE 
WAS POSSIBLE UNTIL HE AGREED TO AN EXCHANGE OF TERRITORY 
UNDER U.N. RESOLUTION 242. KOHL SAID THAT GERMANY WAS 
VITALLY INTERESTED IN A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, NOT ONLY 
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BECAUSE OF THE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY IT FELT TOWARD 
ISRAEL BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF ITS HISTORICALLY GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH THE ARAB WORLD. 

4. HORN OF AFRICA: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THERE WERE 
GOOD INDICATIONS THAT CUBA WAS INTENT ON NOT GETTING 
INVOLVED IN ERITRIA. THE SITUATION IN THE OGADEN REMAIN 
VOLITILE, HOWEVER, AND FOR THAT REASON THE CUBANS ARE 
NOT LIKELY TO WITHDRAW FROM ETHIOPIA SOON. IN SOMALIA, 

SAID BARRE, DESPITE RECENT REVERSES APPEARS STRONG ENOUGH 
TO STAY IN CONTROL FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

5. ZAIRE: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WHILE THE IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEM OF SHABA PROVINCE SEEMED UNDER CONTROL, MOBUTU 
DESPERATELY NEEDED TO INSTITUTE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS THROUGHOUT ZAIRE IF TROUBLE WERE NOT TO 
ERUPT AGAIN. KOHL AGREED BUT QUESTIONED THE PROSPECTS FOR 
SUCH REFORMS UNDER MOBUTU. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WITHOUT 
THEM ANY FURTURE ASSISTANCE WOULD BE INEFFECTIVE AND 

ANOTHER SHABA COULD EASILY RECUR. HE SAID THAT THE WEST 
MUST BE FIRM WITH MOBUTU ON THE REFORM'S ISSUE. 

6. ANGOLA: THE SECRETARY SAID THE US HAD BEEN DISCUSSING 
BOTH ZAIRE AND NAMIBIA WITH ANGOLA. ON ZAIRE, ANGOLA 
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INDICATED IT WAS WILLING TO DISCUSS ITS BORDER PROBLEMS 
IF MOBUTU WAS PREPARED TO TALK. ANGOLA ALSO WAS IN THE 
PROCESS OF DISARMING THE KANTANGANS AND MOVING THEM AWAY 
FROM THE NORTHERN BORDER AREA. ON NAMIBIA, THE US WAS 
HOPEFUL THAT ANGOLA WOULD URGE SWAPO TO AGREE WITH THE 
CONTACT GROUP ON THE TWO REMAINING ISSUES OF WALVIS BAY 
AND THE LOCATION OF SOUTH AFRICA TROOPS FOLLOWING THE 
ELECTIONS. WITH RESPECT TO THE CUBANS, THE SECRETARY SAID 
THAT IF THE SITUATION ON THE NORTH BORDER AND IN NAMIBIA 
WERE STABILIZED, AND IF NETO COULD REACH AN ACCOMMODATION 
WITH SAVIMBI, THE NEED FOR CUBAN TROOPS WOULD DISAPPEAR. 
ANDNETOWOULD BE IN BETTER POSITION TO ASK FOR THEIR 
WITHDRAWAL. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT NETO CLEARLY WANTS 
A WESTERN ALTERNATIVE TO LESSEN HIS RELIANCE ON THE 
SOVIETS AND CUBANS. 

7. RHODESIA/SOUTH AFRICA: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA IS NOT GOING WELL AND 
THAT IT WAS MORE NECESSARY THEN EVER THAT ALL PARTIES BE 
BROUGHT TOGETHER TO ESTABLISH A CEASE FIRE AND MOVE TO 
ELECTIONS. IN SOUTH AFRICA, THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT 
AMBASSADOR SMITH WAS PRESENTLY IN PRETORIA DISCUSSING A 
FORMULA UNDER WHICH SAG WOULD SIGN THE NPT AND ACCEPT IAEA 
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SAFEGUARDS IN RETURN FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN THE AREA OF 
PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. HE SAID THAT SHOULD SOUTH 
AFRICA AGREE TO SIGN THE NPT IT WOULD BE A GREAT STEP 
FORWARD. 

8. EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION/ITALIAN EUROCOMMUNISM: KOHL 
EXPLAINED THAT AS LEADER OF THE LARGEST POLITICAL FACTION 
IN THE FRG HE WAS INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE COMBINED EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC/ 
CONSERVATIVE PARTIES (THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION) PRIOR 
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TO THE COMING EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION. HE SAID 
HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY THEIR ELECTION CHANCES BUT HE WAS 
CONCERNED OVER THE PRESSURE BEING PUT ON THE ITALIAN 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS TO BRING THE COMMUNIST INTO THE GOVERN- 
MENT. HE SAID HE HAS BEEN ACTIVE BEHIND THE SCENES 
ATTEMPTING TO CONVINCE THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS TO RESIST 
COMMUNIST OVERTURES AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. HE CLAIMED THAT 
GERMAN EXPERIENCE WITH THE NAZI AMPLY DEMONSTRATED THE 
DANGERS OF TRYING TO CONTROL EXTERMISTS IN GOVERNMENT. IN 
ADDITION, HE CLAIMED HE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT 
DOMESTICALLY TO ACCEPT A COMMUNIST ROLE IN ITALY WHILE 

AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FLIGHT IN THE FRG. 

9. BERLIN: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE GATHERED THAT THE 
FRG SHARED HIS VIEW THAT THE SOVIETS ARE NOT INTERESTED IN 
PROMOTING TROUBLE IN BERLIN. MARX SAID THAT MAY BE TRUE 
BUT THAT THE CDU WAS CONCERNED THAT UNILATERAL SOVIET 
INTERPRETATIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT (QA) MAY 
LEAD TO SERIOUS PROBLEMS. VON WEIZSAECKER NOTED THE 
PARTICULARLY STRIDENT TONE OF RECENT REMARKS OF SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV AS TO ALLEGED ALLIED/FRG VIOLATIONS 
OF THE QA. THE SECRETARY THOUGHT ABRASMIVO WAS SIMPLY 
ENGAGING IN TYPICAL BERLIN RHETORIC. 

10. EAST- WEST RELATIONS: THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WAS 
OPTIMISTIC THAT PROGRESS WOULD BE MADE SOON ON BOTH THE 
SALT AND CTB NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT AS A RESULT THERE WOULD 
BE AN IMPROVEMENT IN US-SOVIET RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT 

IT WAS CLEAR THAT SOME US-SOVIET DIFFERENCES WOULD CONTINUE 
BUT THOUGHT THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE WOULD BE BETTER. KOHL 
SAID ON THE BASIS OF HIS RECENT OBSERVATIONS OF BREZHNEV 
IN BONN THAT TALK OF BREZHNEV'S EARLY POLITICAL DEMISE 
WAS PREMATURE. THE SECRETARY AGREED, SAYING HE THOUGHT 
BREZHNEV STILL HAD A FEW YEARS TO GO. HE NOTED. HOWEVER, 
THAT IN A SENSE THE TRANSITION TO THE POST -BREZHNEV ERA 
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HAS ALREADYEGUN AND AS SEVERAL KEY PLAYERS IN THE 
KREMLINSHARED BREZHNEV'S VIEW, HE EXPECTED TO SEE A LARGE 
MEASURE OF CONTINUITY ON SOVIET POLICY IN THB YEARS TO 
COME. . VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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